I will be reading from 1st John 4:16.  

“And we have come to know and believe the Love which God has for us.  God is Love, and the one who abides in Love abides in God, and God abides in him.” 

If you’ve ever spent any time as a member of a church, then you’ve probably heard this verse before, at least once.  This scripture is very comforting, and you may even find it on a refrigerator door magnet, or on a hallmark card.  It’s thought of as an encouraging, figurative piece of scripture, but - what if it’s more?  


To better understand this verse, we must understand its author.  It is largely accepted by the biblical scholar society that the Apostle John is the author of the Gospel of John, 1st 2nd & 3rd John, and the Book of Revelation.  Having studied Johanine scripture, there are some Historical Biblical Scholars that have drawn the conclusion that John was the youngest of the disciples, perhaps only 12 or 13 when he met Jesus.  I happen to agree.  In those days a 12-year-old boy was put to work with the men in the field, yet was not considered an adult, but not a child, either. 

 Today we have similar ways of dealing with these young adolescences.  We put them in middle schools to shelter them from the world of high school, but also, to separate them from the children of elementary school.  Have you ever spent time with children of this age group?  They are very impressionable.  As a youth minister, I spend my time with many adolescence and young adults.  I’ve found, as many parents find, that these kids remember every word you say, even if you don’t!  They absorb your actions, mannerism, and words.  It is a great honor and joy to be a kid’s hero.

Imagine John, a young impressionable teenager, sitting at the feet of Jesus, listening, and hanging onto His every word.  Much like Mary Magdalene, when she washed Jesus’ feet, and was rebuked by Martha.  The older disciples were organizers, campaign managers, spending their time working on the physical tasks of aiding Jesus, and His ministry.  Peter was more like an administrative assistant, than a student.  Each one saw Jesus in their own special way.  John was more like a son, who thought his foster father was superman.  

John writes to us to reinforce what he already knew.  His experience with Jesus had left an irreversible mark on his personality, dreams, thoughts, and words.  He tells us, “God is Love, He who abides in Love, abides in God, and God in him.”  I like to take the word abides out for my youth.  It could read, God is Love, he who is loving, is with God, and God is in him, or her.  

I once heard it said, in a sermon, that there are two schools of thought.  One is the school of Love and the other is the school of Law.  Our efforts should be to get these two together, in a theological compromise.  At the time, it made perfect sense.  However, as time has gone by, I’ve found the school of Love is much more powerful!  Love can break all chains; tears down all walls.

In this room, I am surrounded by many concerned patriotic law-abiding citizens.  How hard is it to obey the Law?  How hard is it to truly Love?  You are here, because you care.  You must ask yourself some questions, “am I a Law abider, or am I a Lover, and which one is more important?”

Let us pray.

Our Father, we come to You as people who care for thousands and hundreds of thousands of Your children.  How wonderful is your world!  Thank You for our opportunity to live in it.   HPlease help us to remember those whom we represent, and the awesome responsibility we have to them.  Remind us that we are here, because we love Your people.  We are not perfect.  Thank You for Your Love that cleanses us.  We are truly Your servants.  Lord, we have Faith in You, and we Love You, because You, first loved us! 

