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Introduction


The followers of Islam represent a greatest evangelistic challenge and opportunity for Christians today.  Being born in a country with Islam as the predominant religion conditions an individual to consider Islam to be the one and only true religion.  A convert to Christianity can continue some cultural practices while affirming Christ as Lord and Savior.  The keys to convincing a Muslim of the Divinity of Christ are in stating common affirmations, contextualizing the Christian message, and finding fallibility in the Koran.  


Islam means in Arabic, “Surrender to God.”  The term Muslim refers to those who are under the rule of God.  To many Christians, Muslim refers to the specific people who affirm that there is only one God and Mohammed is his prophet.  To a Muslim, the Koran is the Infallible Word of God.


Like all religious faiths, Muslims make certain assumptions about faiths. These assumptions are used as a form of propaganda in order to conceal the truth from the potential convert.  Literature is given out at Mosques confronting the claims of other faiths challenging their validity.  Another objective is to prove the universality of Islam.


Many efforts have been attempted to convert Muslims to Christianity.  Some of those efforts were and are more successful than others.  One way is to completely abolish the beliefs and customs of Islam and replace them with Christian customs.  Another way is to find a common cause, and show the correctness of Christianity in pursuing this goal.  One way might be to merge the two belief systems in such a way that Jesus is affirmed as more than just a prophet, but as Lord and Savior.  


Islam is conquerable for Christians, and Christians have a responsibility to proclaim the faith to the people raised in the culture, context, and religion of Islam.  Different methods of evangelism have been used, and it will be necessary for Christians who intend on working in this ministry to be familiar with all of those methods.  Each different group of Muslims, segmented by their place of birth, race, or sex, require a customized evangelistic approach. The most effective methods will embrace the common agreements with the Christian faith, use contextualization, and show how the text of the Koran is fallible. 

Islam’s Beliefs and Assumptions


A basic concept in Islam is that “It is a universal religion and its objective is to create and cultivate in man the quality and attitude of Islam.”
  “‘Islam’ is an Arabic word and connotes submission, surrender, and obedience.”
  The Koran 7:158 says, “He (God) has sovereignty over the heavens and the earth.  There is no god but Him.  He Ordains Life and Death.”
  Many verse like this one attest to God being the only God over all. 

An attribute of Islam is submissivness  to God.  A Muslim is, “Whosoever possesses this attribute may he belong to any race, community, country, or clan, is a Muslim.”
  All people are subject to the rule of God, but Muslims are those who acknowledge it.  If that exhausts the definition of a Muslim then Christians and Jews are Muslims as well.


The Koran goes on to speak of the righteous as being believers, and most Christians and Jews, as being unbelievers. According to these passages 3:110-111 some Christians and God Fearers are going to heaven, “You are the noblest community ever raised up for mankind.  You enjoin justice and forbid evil.  You believe in God.  Had the People of the Book accepted the Faith, it would surely have been better for them.  Some are believers, but most of them are evil-doers.”
 


The concept of prophethood is fundamental to the beliefs of Islam.  

Muslims believe in a chain of prophets starting with Adam and including Noah, Abraham, Ishmael, Isaac, Jacob, Joseph, Job, Moses, Aaron, David, Solomon, Elias, Jonah, John the Baptist, and Jesus, peace be upon them.  But God’s final message to man, a reconfirmation of the eternal message and a summing-up of all that has gone before was revealed to the prophet Muhammad.

They seem to affirm the teaching of each of these prophets, and that the prophets are infallible.  This quote is a definition for prophethood from one of their respected theologians:

The Prophets distinguish themselves in the human society by special aptitudes, natural bents of mind and a pious and meaningful living, more or less in the same way as others geniuses in art and sciences distinguish themselves by their extraordinary capacities and natural aptitudes.

Prophets are speakers of God’s Word.  The Koran 6:115 says, “Perfected the words of your Lord in the truth and justice.  None can change His words.”
  This points to inerrancy and infallibility of the word of God through all the prophets.  Therefore, it is usually accepted by Muslims that Jesus spoke no errors, but they do hold that his followers misrepresented him.  The idea that Muhammad could be rewritten inaccurately is evaded by not translating the Koran, “a Koran in the Arabic tongue, free from any flaw, that they may guard themselves against evil.”
   


Muslims and Christians both make certain assumptions about each other which are inaccurate.  The very first line of Maududi’s book reads, “Every religion of the world has been named either after the name of its founder or after the community and nation in which that religion took its birth.”
  He claims that Islam is the exception, without considering the possibility that maybe the religion came first and the people were named for their religion.  Another assumption is, “everyone can see that the universe we live in is an orderly universe.”  This remnant of the Teleological argument for the existence of God is not characteristic of “everyone.”   


One important assumption made by Muslims is that other religions are waging war on them.  According to the Koran 3:118, “Believers do not make friends with any but your own people.  They will spare no pains to corrupt you. They desire nothing but your ruin.”
  They also see others as, “…those who fought against you on account of your religion and driven you from your homes or abetted others to drive you out.  Those that make friends with them are wrongdoers.”
  They draw the conclusion that we, because of our western culture, are waging war on their religion.  Therefore, when an American Christian shares their faith, a Muslim may conclude their religion is being attacked and become defensive.  In other countries when they see Americans they may become violent because they interpret their scripture as having told them that these are their enemies.

Current Methods of Evangelism to Muslims


Our faith is a faith that seeks out all humankind as potential believers, and ideally in a peaceful way.  We are to go and proclaim the gospel with mouths, and some Muslims can take this as an act of war.  According to Charles D. Egal’s account of evangelism to Muslims, “Often the reaction was simply to move on to work with other non-Muslim groups who demonstrate greater receptivity to the message of Christ.”
  Fortunately, there are some Christians who refuse to give up this near impossible task.  Maybe Christians could dub this ministry “Mission Impossible.”


Using their own scripture for our purpose may be one of the best ways to evangelize.  “Many modern missionaries encourage the use of the Koranic teachings on Jesus as a starting point in working with Muslims.”
 Jesus is the highest rated prophet in the Koran other than Muhammad.  According to the Koran 3:46:

The angels said to Mary: ‘God bids you rejoice in a Word from Him. His name is the Messiah, Jesus son Mary. He shall be noble in this world and in the world to come, and shall be one of those who are favored. 

He is referred to as the Word of God.  “The idea of Jesus being the Word of God can be explained by looking at the gospels and how Jesus creates, heals, and forgives by his Word.”
  It would be taking something written in the Koran, which seems to be a typo when it is restated as meaning “by the Word of God” later in the text, and reaffirming it as meaning that Jesus is the Word of God.  However, it would still conflict with other teachings in the Koran, and the Koran is supposedly infallible to a Muslim.


The concept of prophethood may be another way of relating Jesus to the Muslim community. Unfortunately, “Christians have tended to ignore this aspect of Jesus’ mission to be our prophet, priest and king.”
 That is most likely because Jesus as Lord or God is superimposed over the concept of prophethood.  Jesus never ceases to be a prophet when he is Lord; prophethood is just one designation on the abilities of the Lord.  One could say that when the Holy Spirit takes hold of a Christian they become God in the word for that moment.  Similarly, Christians use the terminology, “I see God/Jesus in you.” A prophet, “…never does or utters wrong, nor does he commit any evil.”
 

The prophethood method would begin by getting the Muslim to agree that Jesus is a prophet and go from there, but prophet to Lord and Savior is a giant step.  The Koran continuously calls that step “Idolatry.” To Islam, “Idolatry is more grievous than bloodshed.”
 By this point, the Christian has already committed an act of war against the Muslim by trying to teach about Jesus, and has committed perhaps the greatest sin of all to the Muslim faith.

Another method would be by comparing the life and acts of Jesus to God.  The Koran presents God as merciful and forgiving.  For example the Koran 2:192 says, “…but if they mend their ways, know that God is forgiving and merciful.”
  Jesus was the perfect example of mercy and forgiveness.  The Koran ultimately gives the right of judgment to God.  Our Christian scripture mirrors the Koran by saying similar things.  

Another evangelistic tool is contextualization.  Missionaries must infiltrate the culture, contextualization is:

…the effort to understand and take seriously the specific context of each human group and person on its own terms and in all its dimension- culture, religious, social, political, economic- and to discern what the Gospel says to people in that context.
  

Taking that concept one step further, the new converts’ church needs to be similar to the Mosque.

While studying the Koran is important, without rejecting some of the Koran and affirming the Word of Jesus, this dialogue will not prove that Jesus is Lord and Savior.  This “Review of the Koran Method” is only the starting point for the conversion process.  Overlapping the teachings of the Bible with the Koran, in order to demonstrate the fallibility of the Koran is a valid approach. This concept is extremely hard because Muhammad covered its bases well, “This book is not to be doubted.”
  The Koran uses language like this throughout, as well as showing the finality of the prophet Muhammad, and sealing its place in the future forever.  Pointing out contradictions in the Koran, would also be a way of showing the inconsistency and fallibility.

Introduction to the Doctrine of the Possibility of Fallibility
Introducing the Muslim to a concept of the possibility of fallibility would be more gentle than condemning the teachings of the Koran.  The concept is highly debated in Christianity today.  There are many Christians that hold to the infallibility of the Bible on the premise if any is wrong it all would be wrong.  However, some Christians do not accept the infallibility of scripture and focus on the need for a Leap of Faith accepting Jesus as Lord and Savior.  


If Muslims want to believe in the Koran, then let them, culturally.  Take the teachings of the Koran that tell of worship and prayer, and let them have it.  When we challenge their scripture they will challenge ours.  When they bring up the command to war found in the Book of Joshua, dismiss it as part of the Old Testament and historical.  Point out the teachings of Jesus as infallible.  They cannot disagree with Jesus’ teaching for their own scripture affirms Him.  


Pointing out contradictions would show fallibility.  For example, The Koran 3:118:

Believers, do not make friends with any but your own people.  They will spare no pains to corrupt you.  They desire nothing but your ruin.  Their hatred is evident from what they utter with their mouths, but greater is the hatred which their breast conceal.

This verse is fairly clear and to the point.  Make friends with your own kind, but later Koran 60:9, “God does not forbid you to be kind and equitable to those who have neither made war on your religion nor driven from your homes.  God loves the equitable.”
  Their response might be to say that this is a clarification, but the first verse is clear, and their own kind is believers.  Unfortunately, extremist Muslim may use these verses to conclude that all who are not believers should be attacked.  This inconsistency is apparent to Christians, because we know and accept that Muhammad was a man, and whether or not God spoke to him does not mean he ceases to be a man; most of us believe God did not speak to him.  


Christians must hold to the teachings of Jesus, which don’t obviously have contradictions amongst them.  Muslims must be brought to accountability on the Korans claims of infallibility.  If the Koran 6:115 says, “Perfected are the words of your Lord in the truth and justice. None can change His words.”
 Why does the writer change “His Words” within God’s own text?  Either God changed His mind, or Muhammad was a man, and was changing his own mind.  If God’s word is perfected in the Koran, then God would not have said something so very different later on. 

 The Koran is full of these kinds of contradictions.  However:

Advocates of both Christianity and Islam adhere to strict monotheism. But how can this one God speak in contradiction? The conflict in biblical and quranic content forces the God-seeker to be a judge. It is impossible to be, at the same time, a Christian and a Muslim.

We as Christian must hold to the concept that Jesus Christ, of which our religion is named, does not contradict Himself.  We must show how in Muhammad was a man, thus fallible.  We can show mans fallibility in life, and with-in our own text.  We can show how man misinterprets God, and or makes his own decision, and God then punishes him, such as the case with Moses in our scripture when he was not allowed to enter the Promised Land.  We can show some fallibility in our scripture as long as we don’t show fallibility in the teachings of Jesus.

Obviously, some Muslims will flip this concept around on us.  We will have a hard time convincing many Muslims of scripture fallibility when they are blindly faithful.  This proposition could be taken as an act of treason against Islam.

Conclusion


The most successful ministries to Muslims will entail a combination starting with common affirmations, contextualization, and finding fallibility with in the Koran.  Our efforts may work best with certain groups of Muslims such as American Muslims, women, and the poor Muslim.  A Muslim can continue, and must be allowed to continue their culture, and still accept Jesus as Lord and Savior.  


Using a combination of all methods makes us more versatile, and stronger.  We need to be careful not to step on cultural toes.  We need to affirm our agreement, such as the prophethood of Jesus, and be careful not to deny the possible prophethood of Muhammad, even though he was a man and thus fallible.  Their scripture is complete written and by Muhammad, and supposedly inspired by God; we need to point out the inconsistencies in order to start the long road towards showing fallibility. 


The Koran is not for all walks of life contrary to its statements.  For example, “Heaven is repeatedly described from a male perspective where the reward of heaven includes marriage to many virgins.”
  The gospel may get a hearing from Muslim women who have been raised in this country.  Many Muslims are being raised in this country today, and we have a wonderful opportunity to minister to them.  Those individuals are not bent on anti-western ideology.  

Also, the God of Islam is not as merciful as the Koran may claim.  If there are individual Muslims that have felt they cannot mend the wrongdoings they have committed, then Christianity may be seen as a viable option for reaching heaven.  These groups could work as our ambassadors to reaching the rest of Islam.


It is possible for a Muslim to continue being Muslim culturally, and still accept Jesus as Lord and savior.  According to Dr. Parshall, 

I have asked many Muslim converts to Christianity this question: "When you became a Christian, did you, cognitively or emotionally, think of yourself as commencing worship of a different God from that whom you worshipped as a Muslim?" This question put to converts has, without exception, been answered with a strong no.

If they consistently believe that that Allah and Yahweh (Jesus) are one and the same, then Islam has already left the door open for the begin of our ministry.  We need to harp on the monotheism of each faith.  If they bring their worship style to our faith then they are merely developing a new denomination of Christianity.  After all, there are Messianic Jews, why can’t there be Messianic Muslims. 
Some of the ideas and concepts here have been written from personal opinion, and may need some fine-tuning.  In time, aided by experience, and further study these concepts will become more developed.  Converting a Muslim is not an impossible mission, only a difficult one.  Even though, some Christians believe the teachings of the Koran must be completely denounced in order to make Christian believers, without the usage of the Koran we would not be able to reach the Muslim community.  
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