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The role of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Believer, According to Jesus

By Joshua Hickman


God has given humanity a key to find out how we are supposed to go about our lives.  The key is Jesus’ as apposed to popular belief that it is the Bible.  Jesus spoke directly to some matters, and indirectly to others.  God gave another tool or “helper” to humanity that is the Holy Spirit.  


In the Gospels, Jesus speaks of the Holy Spirit.  The authors of the gospel describe the interaction between Jesus and the Holy Spirit.  Some scripture about the Holy Spirit is repeated several times.  Many of the verses simply announce that the Holy Spirit will be sent to us after Jesus departs.  The Holy Spirit is vaguely described in other verses.  The scripture gives us some account on how to use the Holy Spirit, and when it will come to us, but leaves it up to us to differentiate it from our other influences.


Lumping the gospels together, the first account of the Holy Spirit is when the Spirit descends “like a dove” upon Jesus after His baptism.  The description of this event is not the account of Jesus, but rather the statements of the witnesses present.  John the Baptist acts as one of the witnesses himself.  Moving from this descending Spirit, John the Baptist makes reference to Jesus and parallels the baptism of water to that which Jesus will bring, which is in the Holy Spirit. (John 1:32-34)


Jesus begins to teach of the Spirit and in many verses we can find the same statements repeated in each gospel.  I prefer the Gospel of Luke and will refer to Luken account first.  For example, Jesus explains that sins against the Son of Man will be forgiven but sins against the Holy Spirit will not, this statement is paraphrased from Luke 12:10, Matthew 12:31, and Mark 3:28-30.  This scripture means different things to different people.  Some people believe that if one says the expression “God Damn” then they committed blasphemes against the Holy Spirit.  Others believe this sin is committed when a person manipulates the words or their calling to ministry for personal or worldly gain.  Perhaps a better definition of this scripture is that not accepting Jesus in your lifetime when the presences of the Holy Spirit is with in you, causes you to not reap the reward of eternal life.  Heaven may be as simple as a choice.  If Jesus is referring to Himself when He uses the expression “Son of Man,” then He is basically saying, “do what you want with me, but when you live a life given to you by God, and you never acknowledge the existence of that God even when the Holy Spirit has been in you, you will not receive eternal life in heaven.”

 
In the Gospel of John the Holy Spirit is described best.  The Holy Spirit will do many things for us.  The Holy Spirit was given other names like Helper, The Spirit of Truth, and Words of God.  Jesus explains the Holy Spirit best in 16:7-15.  He starts by explaining in verse 7 that the spirit will not come until he goes.  In verse 8 the Holy Spirit causes us to have concern for the worlds sin and help the world become more righteous. In verse 12 Jesus explains that He has more to say to them, and the Holy Spirit will bring those words to the disciples and us.  In verse 13 The Holy Spirit is said to bring us foresight into all things.  In verse 14 and 15 the Holy Spirit will bring all things of Jesus’ to us.  Later in John’s Gospel, Jesus returns after his sacrifice and breaths on the disciples the Holy Spirit.  Then he explains that they now have the authority to forgive sin.


The Lord has given us through the Holy Spirit many gifts.  He has given us an emergency speaker in times of trouble Mark 13:11.  He has given us a continuous Helper in work.  The Lord has given us His truth.  He has given us the ability to forgive sin, which is the most powerful gift on Earth.  The Holy Spirit is our greatest gift in our lifetime from God.

